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PREFACE

Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD) has conducted graduation

and attrition studies annually since 1967 except for 4 years. Studies were

not conducted for the graduating classes of 1971,1977, 1979, and 1980

because of changes in promotion policies or budget.

This report analyzes graduation and attrition rates of the 1982

graduating class from the district's 49 regular high schools. It includes

information for continuation, opportunity and, special education schools,

and schools of choice (alternative and magnet schools).

This report gives staff and students another information base for the

educational needs of LAUSD graduates.



ABSTRACT

This survey reports graduation and attrition totes for the 1982

graduating class of Los Angeles Unified School District.

Graduates are the senior high students who earned diplomas or passed

the California High School Proficiency Examination. Calculating attrition

began with the number of students who entered the 10th grade in September

1979. This number was then adjusted for additional entrants and leavers over

3 years, yielding two proportions: the June 1982 graduation rate and

attrition rate.

The following sources were used for this report: statistical reports

completed by senior high schools for the Budget Division, Report on

Graduates completed by the Budget Division, and high school reports of late

graduates.

The report shows that 47,015 students entered The 10th grade in

September 1979 and 27,135 graduated in June 1982. The graduation rate for

the 1982 class was 58% and the attrition rate 42%. The findings in this

report represent an increase over the percentage of graduates in 1981.
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Graduation and Attrition Rates in
LAUSD High Schools, Class of 1982

GENERAL OVERVIEW

This publication reports graduation and attrition rates for the 1982
graduating class of the Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD). As
indicated in Table 1, similiar data have been compiled for each graduation
class since 1967, except for 1971, 1977, 1979, and 1980 because of -thanges
in promotion policies or budget cuts.

Changes in attendance and enrollment procedures since 1967 warrant
caution in clmparing results over the years.

SOURCES OF DATA

Reports completed by senior high schools for Pupil Stastistics and
Reports Section, Budget Division, provided the enrollment figures: number
of students entering and leaving these schools from September 1979 through
June 1982 in one class as it progressed from 10th through 12th grade. These
data were supplemented by school counts of late graduates: seniors who did
not qualify to graduate in June 1982, but who had earned a diploma, or
passed the California High School Proficiency Examination by the end of
August 1982.

DEFINFTIONS

Senior High Schools

A LAUSD senior high school offers programs of study to students enrolled in
grades 10-12 or 9-12. The programs are conducted in regular senior high
schools; in continuation, opportunity, and special education schools; and in
schools of choice (alternative and magnet schools). For this study, the
1,209 graduates from community adult schools and the 110 regional
occupational center graduates were not included, for two reasons: (a)
students of aduft schools or occupational centers are usuGily older
individuals who have returned to complete their high school education after
a considerable lapse of time; (b) many of the adult schpol and occupational
center graduates never attended a school .in LAUSD.

Graduates

Graduates are senior high school students who earned a diploma, or passed
the California High School Proficiency Examination.
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Attrition

Attrition accounts for all former members of the class who left before
graduating. In this report, calculating attrition began with the number of
students who entered 10th grade in September 1979. The class count was
adjusted for additional entrants (E's) and leavers (L's) over 3 years. The
resulting figures were used to derive the June 1982 rates of graduation and
attrition. Attrition totals included dropouts but should not be construed
as representing a dropout rate. Students may have left due to illness,
transfer, military service, employment, and other reasons.

Entering Students

For this report, categories of entering students are the same as those on
the statistical reports (Pupil Statistics and Reports Section) and are
defined as follows:

El students entering a class from another within the same school

E2 entering a district school from another

E3 entering a district school from another California public school

E4 entering a district school from a nonpublic school in California

E5 entering a district school from a school in another state of the
United States

E6 entering a district school from c school outside the United
States, including one in a territory or possession of the
United States

Leaving Students

Categories of leaving students are also based on the statistical reports as
follows:

LI students leaving one class for another within the district school

L2 leaving one district school for another

L3 leaving a district school for another public school in California

L4 leaving a district school for a nonpublic school California
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L5 leaving a district school for a school in another state or country
(There is no L6 category.)

L7 leaving a district school with a Certificate of Proficiency;
graduating as 9th or 12th graders

L8 leaving a district school for an unknown cause (dropping)

PROC:EDURES

The procdures for conducting this study were basically the same as
those of the past, using monthly reports from each school. Sometimes
telephoning was easier than sending formal questionnaires tc clarify
data or obtain missing information. This study includes all students who
graduated from LAUSD high schools--excluding, however, those completing
their studies in a community adult school or an occupational center.

Changes in attendance area were checked for the 49 high schools, since
they may have caused some students to leave one school and enroll in another
between September 1979 and June 1982. The Map and Boundary Section reported
minor service area changes for five high schools, but no effect on the size
of the 1982 graduating class of those schools. A check with the individual
high schools verified the report.

FINDINGS

Historica I Perspective

Table 1 summarizes graduation and attrition rates from 1967 to 1982
(all tables appear after the text). The data are not entirely comparable;
interpr2t with caution. For example, definitions of some terms have changed
over the years (graduates and senior high school programs available to LAUSD
students), and procedures for gathering and analyzing the information have
been adjusted to conform with changes in Board of Education guidelines for
senior high school enrollment and programs.

The 1982 Graduates

Table 2 reports the numbe of graduates from alternative programs at
the senior high schri level. In addition, the total is given for ad such
programs in the district. Graduates identified as "from other high schools"
are those who attended senior high schools programs in nonregular senior
high schools: continuation, opportunity, and special education schools, and
schools of choice (alternative and magnet schools). Because such students
are seldom enrolled in the same school continuously from grades 10 through
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12, there is no verifiable way to compute their graduation and attrition
rates. Table 2 lists the number of graduates from these programs in 1982.

Dynamics of Enrollment

Table 3 shows the dynamics of enrollment for one graduating class as
it progressed from 10th through 12th grade in the regular senior high
schools. The class of 1982 had 58% of its students graduate, leaving 42%
in the attrition rate. (See last page of Table 3 for "District Total"
statistics.)

High schools formed their own administrative division in July 1982,
apart from the eight new administrative regions. Table 3 continues to show
regional affiliation for the high schools, as a reference for elementary and
junior high schools that send their graduates to the nearest senior high.

Table 3 presents information for each school and total district, using
18 columns explained as follows:

o enrollment for the 1st school month in the 10th, Ilth, and
12th grade (columns 1, 5, and 9, Table 3; column numbers in
parentheses in the heading)

o number of students in 10th, Ilth, and 12th grade who
met the new requirements for graduation and left school
(columns 2, 6, and 10)

o enrollment at the end of the 10th school month in grades
10 and II (columns 3 and 7) adjusted for enterers (E's) and
leavers (L's) during the 2nd through 9th school months.

o summer transactions include number of students representing
differences between enrollment for the 10th school month
ending one school year and enrollment for the 1st school month
starting the next (columns 4 and 8)

o total number of graduates in this class (column 15) includes
students who completed graduation requirements and earned a
diploma, who received a certificate of completion, or who
passed the examination for the California Certificate of
Proficiency sometime during grades 10-12 (includes totals
listed from columns 2, 6, 10, I I, 12, 13, and 14)

o educable retarded, learning disabled in special day classes, and
English-as-a-second-language students who transferred to the
class from the respective ungraded classes, then graduated
(column II)
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o 12th grade students who completed their graduation requirements
and earned a diploma sometime during the 1st through 9th school
month of their senior year (column 12)

o 12th grade students who completed their graduation
requirements and earned a diploma during the 10th school month
of their senior year (column 13)

o nongraduating seniors who completed their graduation
requirements during the summer months following the completion
of the 10th month of their senior year (column 14). If this
entry is blank it means that the school did not have a summer
session and school personnel were unable to determine the number
of students who may have completed work elsewhere.

o attrition for this class, determined by comparing size of senior
high school graduating class with its size as an entering 10th
grade class 3 years earlier (column 16). The percentage of
students who graduated was considered the graduation rate. The
remaining percentage was designated the attrition rate (columns
17 and 18).

Further examination of Table 3 shows that by the 10th month of the 10th
grade, 91.8% of the students remained. During the summer, however, 4,449
additional students left, dropping the class to 82.3% of those who began
grade 10. By the end' (10th school month) of grade 11, the percentage had
declined to 75.5%. Again during the summer an additional 7,214 students left,
reducing the remaining grade 12 students to 60.2% of the initial number.
Summer leavers totalled 11,663 students from graaes 10 and 11.

DISCUSSION

Historical data on graduation and attrition for the district show on
increase in the number of graduates each year from 1967 to 1972, and then a
decline. Even though no formal study was completed for 1971, 1977, 1979,
and 1980, reports from Budget Division showed a drop in the number of
graduates for those years. Furthermore, the percentage of graduates for
1966-77 was fairly constant, showing only a l- or 2-point drop each year.
In the 1978 study the percentage of gradutes was lower than in previous
years. A factor apparently infltencing this decrease was the curtailment of
summer school programs.

This 1982 survey shows an increase in the number and percentage of
graduates.



Table 1
Graduatkm and Attrition, 1967 through 1982

Graduating
Class

Number
Entering

10th Grade

Number of
Graduating
12th Gradersc

Attrition
Number

Graduating
Percentage

Attrition
Percentage

1967 44,634 32,548 12,086 73 27

1968 44,878 32,741 12,137 73 27

1969 45,587 33,383 12,204 73 27

1970 52,416d 39,172 13,244 75 25

1972 50,564 37,904 12,660 75 25

1973 48,963 36,295 11,746 76 24

1974 45,738 34,484 11,254 75 24

1975 45,415 34,444e 11,729 76 24

1976 43,917 33,872
f

10,882 77 23

1978 46,373 31,008 16,214 65 35

1981 46,757 24,598g 22,159 53 47

1982 47,015 27,135g 19,880 58 42

°Four years unreported: 1971--because of change from semiannual to annual
promotion; and 1977, 1979, 1980--because of budget reductions that cut
research staffing.

b
Corrects class size for increase or decrease caused by ungraded students

entering class and by other minor factors.

°Includes "late graduates," those who received diplomas by attending summer
school following the June graduation of their classmates.

dIncludes 4,737 students accelerated into class because of change frpm semi-
annual to annual promotion.

e
Includes 758 graduates of nonregular senior high schools, some of whom vvere

not included in the entering 10th grade class. A realistic estimate of the

corrected figure is 75%.

f
Includes 837 graduates of nonregular senior high schools, some of whom were

not included in the entering 10th grade class. A realistic estimate of the

corrected figure is 76%.

gAssembly Bin 65 required graduates to pass competency tests in reading,
mathematics, and written language to obtain a diploma.
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Table 2

Graduates of Nonregular
High Schools, June 1982

Type of Nonregular High School Nmnber of Schools Isitmther of Graduates

Schools of Choice

Area 4 Alternative 1 23

Area 7 Alternative 1 20

Midcity Alternative I 23

Valley Alternative 1 21

Magnet Schools 1 49

Continuation High Schools 42 512

Opportunity Centers 5 82

Special Education Schools 10 149

TOTAL: 62 879

Note. Table based on report of graduates for school year 1981-82.



Table 3

Dynamics of Enrollment for June 1902 Graduales:
10Ih through 12114 Grade, September 1979-August 1902

Region,
School

10th Grade
Sommer

Transocllons
19110

(4)

I 1 I b Grade
7r-47.oTtrilenl- T.--;!Tr..----XrijiTsTf;i1-

El Prof.
Sept. '00 'MAI

(5) (6)

Enrollment
June '01

(7)

Summer
Transaclior

1701
(0)

-71-17)11mentE
El, E2

Sept. '79
(I)

Cert.
Prof.

'79-00
(2)

Enrollment
June '110

(3)

Region A

Banning 1,176 0 1,042 452 I ,094 1 1,059 -377
Carson 1,178 0 1,054 -124 930 2 /145 -64
Gardeno 1,043 1,094 -166 920 1 000 -9?
Norhonne 993 0 903 -45 050 1 640 -72
Son Pedro 1,022 0 904 -100 796 9 704 -90

Total 5,412 0 5,077 -471 4,606 14 4,270 -695

Region 13

Bell 1,112 0 072 -13 059 0 602 -195
Hunlinglon Pork 949 0 068 -60 008 757 -00
Jefferson 685 0 661 -10 651 559 -200
Jordan 409 0 420 403 503 1 457 -212
Sou lh Gale 941 2 912 -130 702 3 609 -3:15

Total 4,176 2 3,713 -130 3,603 5 3,144 -1,102

Region C

Crenshaw 002 3 035 -26 009 0 037 -392
Fremonl 1,022 0 065 -175 690 299 461

Locke 048 0 696 +114 010 0 774 -364
Manual Arls 1,158 1 944 -96 040 0 734 -259
Woshinglon 725 0 800 -175 633 0 6511 -251

txn 7 477 _70 599 12 551 -73

Region 0

Dorsey
Fairfax
Hamillon
I lollywood
Los Angeles
Palisades
Universily
Venice

Tolal

Region E

Birminghorn
Canoga Pork
Cleveland
El Camino Real
Gran!
Norlh liollywood
Resedo
Toll
Von Nuys

Total

970 0
033 1

634 0
026 2

1,302 0
057 0
906 0

1,025 0

7,361 3

064 1

700 1

944 1

1,026 1

1,091 3
919
943 2

1,053 0
712

8,152 11

061 -106 755 0 671

750 -05 673 7 667
619 -44 575 I 570

1,000 -122 086 5 MA
1,456 -520 9211 1 916

707 -25 762 If 745
071 -29 042 9 795

1,005 -169 036 5 760

7,365 -1,100 6,257 32 5,070

704 401 067 12 780
645 -57 500 3 561
745 -173 572 5 534
966 420 906 7 079

1,037 -215 022 17 1,037
858 -121 737 8 755
715 -16 699 3 530
931 455 906 2 606
592 410 610 3 544

7,275 -400 6,1167 60 6,300

Note. High schools formed their own administrative divIslon Fri July 1902, oport from the eight new
administrative regions. Regional offIliotions for high schools appear here for ease of reference.

8 1,5

-199
-66
-17

-231
-367

-60
ill

-171

-1,054

-1114
-94
-46
-27

-203
-116
-45
479
-09

-775



Table 3, continued

12111 Grade Graduates
Tato!
Grads

Class '82
(15)

Attrition
Class '02

(16)

Percentage:pass '02_

Graduation Attrition
(17) (10)

Enrolhnent
El

Sept. '81
(9)

Cert.
Prof.

'81-132
(10)

ER, LO, ESL
Grads

9179-6182
(11)

"Early"
Grads

9179-5102
(12)

Grads
June '82

(13)

"Late"
Grads

Summer 112
(16)

Region A

602 0 6 0 642 14 663 513 56.4 43.6

801 0 Ii 22 690 27 745 433 63.2 36.8
788 7 4 7 627 27 668 375 64.0 36.0

594 2 2 13 573 3g 629 364 63.3 16.7

694 0 4 18 647 32 710 312 69.5 30.5

3,559 4 20 60 3,179 138 3.415 1,997 63.1 36.9

Region 13

487 1 6 5 453 6 469 643 42.2 57.11

677 0 3 1 546 20 571 370 60.2 19.8

279 0 4 2 204 II 221 464 32.3 67.7

245 0 2 0 216 2 221 268 45.2 54.8

354 0 0 1 389 0 395 546 42.0 50.0

2,042 1 13 9 1,808 39 1,877 2,299 44.9 55.1

Region C

445 i o 1 539 13 562 320 63.'; 36.3

360 0 2 2 344 17 369 653 36.1 63.9
410 2 4 9 360 21 396 452 46.7 53.3

475 0 II 0 3115 15 412 746 35.6 64.4

407 0 0 2 37b 27 405 320 55.9 44.1

478 1 4 II 439 15 484 266 64.5 35.5

2,575 1 29 25 2,443 108 2,620 2,757 40.8 51.2

Region D

472 0 0 0 442 15 457 521 46.7 51.3

601 2 9 6 569 27 621 212 74.5 25.5

503 0 0 14 364 40 419 215 G6.1 31.9
557 19 0 0 416 44 506 320 (1.1 38.7.

554 0 10 0 511 25 547 755 42.0 58.0

677 0 3 17 604 Ill 726 131 84.7 15.)

806 7 4 17 691 21 749 157 82.7 11.1

646 0 o 14 5118 2!: 640 385 62.4 37.6

4,816 20 34 68 4,285 215 4,665 2,696 63.4 36.6

Reigon E

596 2 2 I 589 20 627 237 72.6 77.4

469 1 15 2 482 8 512 188 71.1 26.9

488 5 5 19 469 15 519 475 55.0 45.0

852 6 2 16 684 16 732 294 11.3 20.7

834 3 5 9 755 14 806 285 73.9 26.1

619 6 9 12 587 15 638 281 69.4 30.6

485 0 0 11 384 0 400 443 47.4 52.6

265 9 0 8 761 44 824 229 78.3 21.7

455 1 0 18 421 16 460 252 64.6 35.4

5,583 33 30 96 5,132 140 5,518 2,634 67.7 32.3



Table 3, cominued

Region,
School

10th Grade
Summer

Transaclions
1980

(4)

Ilth Grade
Summer

Tronsactic
1901

(0)

Enrolhoent
El, E2

Sept. '79

(1)

Ceri.
Prof.

'79-'00

(2)

Adjusted
Enrolhnent
June 'DO

(3)

Enrolhnent
El

Sept. '00
(s)

Cert.
Prof.

110-81

(6)

Poljusted
Enrollment
June '01

(7)

Region F

Chatsworth 1,079 0 1,013 -00 933 14 932 -172

Francis Poly. 957 I 037 492 929 I. 693 -137

Granada Hills 1,155 5 1,069 -62 1,007 12 954 -117

Kennedy 1,052 1 962 -PO n74 5 883 -112

tAnnroe 1,063 o 967 o 967 10 031 -136

San Fernando 1,037 0 997 -204 793 3 766 -302

Sylmar 771 i 664 -97 572 1 519 -121

Verdugo Hills 654 o 659 -72 507 6 649 -273

Tolal 7,760 8 7,160 -506 6,662 63 6,227 -1,120

Region G

Garfield 1,106 o 1,034 -119 915 o ois -36

Lincoln 797 o 742 -199 543 0 467 -64

Roosevelt 1,629 o 1,422 -241 1,101 o 1.174 -395

Wilson 855 o 674 4153 027 1 726 -214

Total 4,467 0 3,072 -406 3,466 1 3,102 -709

Region H

Behnon1 1,094 8 1,637 -737 900 5 730 412

Eagle Rock 466 0 411 -60 351 7 365 -38

Franklin 1,021 0 098 -06 812 1 704 -164

Marshall 913 1 081 -101 700 9 869 -141

Total 4,294 1 3,827 -904 2,043 22 2,660 -331

Summori

Region A 5,412 0 5,077 -471 4,606 14 4,220 -695
fl 4,176 2 3,733 -130 3,603 5 3,144 -1,102

5,305 3 4,025 -436 4,309 16 3,053 -1.270
7,361 3 7,365 -1,100 6,257 32 5,870 -1,054
0,152 II 7,275 -400 6,067 60 6,100 -725
7,760 8 7,168 -506 6,662 61 6,227 -1,370
4,467 0 3,872 -406 3,466 I 3,102 -709
4,294 1 3,027 -984 2,843 22 2,660 -331

District Iola! 47,015 28 43,142 -4,449 30,693 213 35,400 -7,214



Table 3, continued

12Ih Grade Graduales
Tolal

Grods
Class 132

(15)

Allrilim
Class 111

(16)

Percenlpgejlass. 1!

Grodualion AllriRc
(17) (10)

Enrollrnerd Cert.
El Prof.

Sepl. 1BI '01-112

(9) (10)

EAM1, Ell, ESL
Grods

9/79-6/02
(11)

"Early"
Grads

9179-5/82

(42)

Grads
June '02

03)

"Lale"
Grads

Summer '02
(14)

Region F

760 3 o o 697 20 742 337 60.8 31.2

556 1 5 15 476 19 529 420 55.3 44.7

037 2 4 6 754 19 802 353 69.4 30.6

771 3 o 7 723 IR 757 295 72.0 78.0

695 o 2 fl 613 32 665 390 62.6 37.4

464 o 3 o 446 o 452 585 41.6 56.4

390 o 7 6 397 0 420 351 54.5 45.5

426 6 o 2 300 13 407 247 62.2 17.8

4,907 IS 21 52 4,486 129 4,774 2,994 61.5 38.5

Region G

779 0 5 0 654 12 671 515 56.6 43.4
403 0 2 30 396 II 447 350 56.1 41.9
779 0 0 4 647 21 672 957 41.3 58.7
512 0 0 13 457 32 503 352 58.8 41.2

2,473 0 7 55 2,154 76 2,293 2,174 51. 48.7

Region Fl

742 0 I 7 407 lb 514 1,300 27.1 72.9
327 0 0 II 300 Ii 322 144 69.1 30.9
540 I 7 Il 473 20 521 500 51.0 49.0
728 0 0 20 550 20 608 )0L, 66.6 33.4

2,337 0 49 1,810 66 1,965 2,329 45.8 54.2

Sumnsi

3,559 11 20 60 3,179 130 3,415 1,997 63.1 36.9

2,042 I 13 9 1,000 39 1,077 2,299 44.9 55.1

2,575 ii 29 25 2,4:3 100 2,628 2,757 48.0 51.2

4,016 20 34 68 4,205 215 4,665 2,696 63.4 36.6

5,503 33 30 96 5,132 140 5,518 2,634 67.7 32.3

4,907 15 21 52 4,486 129 4,774 2,994 61.5 38.5

2,473 o 7 55 2,154 76 2,293 2,174 51.3 40.7

2,337 I 0 49 1,018 66 1,965 2,329 45.0 54.2

28,292 06 170 414 25,105 919 27,135 19,1100 57.7 42.3


